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This way, as it is much fimpler, fo ‘tis-by the Aathor e-
fteem’d much more expedient than the former, byreafon of
the Sulphury-faline quality of Iron, which by Griudidg be-
ing opea'd and highly fubtilized,acts the more powerfully up-
on the moft folid body of Gold, and attraés withall the Salc
thatis in the Air in greater plenty, than can be dongin.a Glafs
or Golden Mortar.  Andif it be objetted, thatby that leng
continued Grinding the fteely particles.are: worn off’ and
commixt withthofe of the Gold; The Author would have it
confider'd, how great a Cognation there is between thofe
Sulphurs, and alfo,how great is the Ufe of Digeftion, fepara-
ring the pure from the impure, and withal exciting that oc-
cule fire of Mars, well known to the true Searchers of Na-
ture 5 which, being affifted by the 4/cool of Wine, is able to
conco¢t the little immature portion to a due maturity.

An Extralt of a Letterof Mr. Lifker to.the Publifber, both enlar:
ging and correlling bis former Notes about Kermes 5 and withal
infinuating bis conjeiture of Cochineil’s being a fort of Kermes,

Sir,
\A]E muft corret as well as enlarge
our Notes concerning Kermes*; ¥ compare herewih, what
and yet there will be much difficulty in ;”fégf’N:{';Z';,J%;";ﬁ,‘Zj
refolving the queftion concerning the cially No.73. p2196.
Original and Efficient of Ksrmes. Thefe
things are certains

1. That we have this year feen the very Gumm of the 4-
pricock and Clerry:lawrel-Trees tranfudated, at leaft, ftanding
in a Cryftal:-drop upon fome (though veryrarely) of thetops
of thefe Kermes,

2. That they change colour from a yellow to a dark-brown:
that they feem to be diftended and to wax greater, and from
{oft, to become brittle.

"3, Thatthey are fill’d with a {ort of A4ites ; that {mall pow-
der (which I {aid to be Excrement,)being Mites as well as that
Liguamen or {ofrer pulp (which Itook to be Bees-meat ;) con-
cerning both which particulars I am pretty well affur’d by my
own, and alfo by my ingenious friend, Dr. Jolhinfon of Pomfret's
more accurat Micro{copical Obfervations, '
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4 That thie Reb-grabbs atually feed on Mites, these being
no ather food forthem,

5. Thattherearesother. species of Bees or Wafps befides
thofe by'ms defcribed 5 which are fometimes found to make
thefe Mites their food : Dr, Fehnfen having open’d one Husk,
with oneonly large Maggot init.

6., Thatthere are probably different forts-of Mites in thefe
Huskes, making poffibly different fpecies of Kermes » For,fome
1 havefound to hold Carpation: colour’d Mites, enclofed in a
fine white Cotton, the whole Husk ftarting from the Twigg,
fhrivellisg up, and ferving only for a Capor Coverto that
company of Mites. Qther Mites I'have feen white,and (which
is moft ufual) the Husks continuing intire and not coming a-
way from thie Twigg they adhere to, and but little Cotton at
the bottom. Thofe of the firft fort are the white Cob-webbs
on the Vine, defcribed by Mr. Heok Micrograph. Obs. 56.

7+ “That the fhrivell’d Cap to be found upon.the Mites in.
clofed in Cotton, as alfo the whole.Husk icfelf, if taken early
i April, while foft, will, dried in the Sun, fhrink into the very
tignre of Cochinesl : Whence we guefs, that Cochineil may be a
{0:t of Kermesytakea thus early and fun-dried.

Hitherto this Summers Notes concerning Kermes, “This ad-
vantage at leaft we may have by them; that the account, ta-
tkea'from M. #erney by Dr. Croon, and
publifh't in one of the Tranfalticns,* is
made more intelligible: the fmalb scar-
let powder, there mention’d, being to be underftood of thofe
Mites; and they-to be diftinguifh’t from the Bee-grubbs,which
are chapg’d icto the Skipping Fly, that1s, the Bee, (for kind at
leaft) by us defenibed formerly, Lam, &¢. York 0ftab.g, 1671,

See Numb, 2o, p. 362

An Extrad of a Letter Written to the Publifber by Mr. Thomas
Platt, fremFlorence, Auguft 6.1672.1concerning fome Excpesi-
ments, there made upon Vipers, fince Monf, Charas bis Reply to
the Letter writtes by Signor Francefco Redi 2o Monfieur Bour-
delet and Monfeur Morus.

Sir
‘hall béZgin with telling you, thatina Converfation laft Win-
ter, where I had the good fortanc to make one of the num.
ber, the difcourfe was of an Opinion of M, Dela (bambre,who,
fo



